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Voicemail: (415) 945-3600 x. 5096 
e-mail: pfoster@tamdistrict.org 
 
Course Description 
Algebra P3/P4 is the second year of Algebra, a college preparatory mathematics course.  The University of 
California system, the California State University system, and most private American colleges accept this 
class.  For a detailed course of study please see the following webpage on the district’s website:  
 
http://www.tamdistrict.org/domain/11 
 
Required Materials needed every day in class 

-  at least two #2 pencils with erasers 
-  two erasable blue pens or pencils 
-  colored pencils (at least 4) 
-  a ruler with both cm. and inch measurements 
-  graph paper, lined paper 
-  a scientific calculator 
-  a 2 ½ inch three ring binder, for this class only, divided into four sections: 

- Notes – Put your everyday notes, do now problems, and classwork in this section. 
- Assignments – Put all homework and in-class assignments in order in this section. 
- Assessments – Put all your tests, quizzes, and other assessments in this section. 
- Blank graph and lined paper 
- an up-to-date Assignment Log. 

- your textbook, Holt Algebra 2 (ISBN 0-03-066054-8) 
 
Class Policies 

- Homework is crucial for your understanding and success in this course.  You must 
complete it each and every time it is assigned.  You can expect homework each time we 
have class.  You will have homework on weekends and some holidays. 

- A complete and organized binder is also very important.  Please take the time to make 
sure you have all the notes, homework assignments, quizzes, and tests in their proper 
sections.  Download any missing or incomplete notes from my website. 

- It is your responsibility to make up all the work that you miss if you are absent from class.  
You should download and work through the notes from missed lessons and try to 
complete any missed assignments BEFORE returning to class.  You may have to 
download these assignments.  You have the same amount of time to make up work 
assigned when you were absent as the length of your absence.  For instance, if you were 
absent for two classes, you would have to hand in your missed work the second class after 
you return.  If you miss a test or quiz, it is your responsibility to contact me as soon as 
possible, in person or via e-mail, to schedule a time to make up the test or quiz. 

- Except for two “freebie” late homework assignments per grading period, late work will 
not be accepted.  Late work is due within a week of the assignment’s original due date. 

- Homework must be done in pencil and corrected with erasable blue pen in class.  
Homework done in pen or corrected with a pencil or permanent pen will not be accepted.  
Graphs must be done on graph paper.  Graphs done on lined paper will not be accepted 

http://www.tamdistrict.org/domain/11


- Homework is graded on a five point system: a “plus” is worth 5 points, a “check” is worth 
4 points, a “check minus” is worth 3 points, an “incomplete” is worth 2 points, and an 
assignment with little or no work receives 0 points. 

- You may improve any homework grade by coming in and correcting your work with me 
during lunch, tutorial, or after school.  Work must be done within one week of getting 
back your homework. 

- Your semester grade is made up of the following: 
- 45% Tests and quizzes 
- 25% Homework  
- 20% Final exam grade 
- 10% ELP grade (notebook grade and class participation) 

 
Grade for Effective Learning Practices (ELP): 
In addition to our goal to master the content of the Algebra curriculum, it is also a primary goal of this course 
that all students develop skills that will help them to be effective learners during their time in school and 
beyond.  If students master these skills, they will also help to create a positive classroom environment in 
which all students can learn. These skills are independent of course content, and include the following: 

1. Showing respect for everyone in the room.  Treat your teacher and fellow classmates with the 
respect and dignity that you expect from them. 

2. Coming to class every day on time, with your required materials, ready to work and participate 
when the bell rings.  This means having your materials out with all pencils sharpened. 

3. Staying on task during class, and using your work time efficiently.  Following instructions and 
cooperating with your group members 

4. Turning off and stowing away all cell phones and personal entertainment devices. 
5. Completing all required tasks, including warm-up problems, note-taking and practice problems. 
6. Knowing how to access resources (notes, the book, tutorial and extra help times) when you are 

struggling with the class material 
 
Academic Honesty 
In addition to the rules concerning Academic Honesty contained in the Tam Student-Parent Handbook, the 
following actions are not permitted: 

- Taking credit for having completed a homework problem by copying the answer onto the 
assignment and indicating that the problem is “correct” by placing a check, star, or other 
mark next to it.  All answers must be supported by accurate and complete work which you 
do yourself. 

- Copying anyone’s homework.  This includes looking at anyone else’s homework while 
working on your own assignment.  However, you may discuss the work with a classmate 
and look at your own notes.  Only when you finish a problem can you then explain it to a 
classmate and look at their work. 

 
When asking for help, you may never look at someone’s already completed work to help you understand 
how to do a problem.  You may, however, look at your own notes, homework assignments, quizzes, or tests 
and ask your partner questions. 
 
When giving help, do not show your partner your completed work on a problem that your partner is 
struggling with.  Instead, help your partner find similar problems in his or her notes, homework assignments, 
quizzes, or tests.  Ask them questions about, or point out, connections between problems that have been 
completed and the problem being worked on. 


	ALGEBRA P3/P4 CLASS POLICIES
	Mr. Peter Foster
	Course Description
	Required Materials needed every day in class
	Class Policies


